
Standing Committee on Affiliates 
 
Charge: In order to promote the professional competence and strengthen the public voices of affiliates and their 
individual members, the Standing Committee on Affiliates is charged: 
 

• to seek ways of improving communication between and within affiliates; 
• to recruit, mentor, and support new affiliate leaders 
• to energize affiliates and to encourage them to develop year-round activities 
• to keep up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues and inform affiliate groups in a 

timely fashion; 
• to organize affiliated events at NCTE conventions and encourage affiliate members to attend; 
• to take an active role in bringing Affiliate concerns and innovative ideas to the NCTE Executive Committee; 
• to encourage members of affiliates to join NCTE and become active in NCTE  programs and projects;   
• to encourage greater use of NCTE resources (e.g, NCLE, NCTE journals and publications); and 
• to encourage Affiliate activities in support of the NCTE’s Advocacy Day and to make connections between 

the NCTE Legislative platform and state-level advocacy. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013? 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are "in progress" at this time?  
 
Between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014, SCOA has responded to its charge as follows:  
 

• to seek ways of improving two-way communication between and within affiliates;  
o SCOA continues to work on this element of its charge. Last year we reported that we had 

increased our efforts to collect information from individual affiliates by  
§ asking to be added to affiliate email distribution lists  
§ "friending" affiliates on Facebook  
§ creating Facebook pages for regions  
§ checking affiliate websites on a regular basis  

This year we have continued these efforts and have shared some of the information we've learned 
during our bi-monthly conference calls.  

• to keep up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues and inform affiliate groups in a 
timely fashion;  

o SCOA is in constant conversation with Millie Davis, who keeps us current on NCTE policies, 
structural changes, focal issues, etc. The committee then passes that information along to affiliate 
leaders via our regular newsletter and Affiliate Leader meetings at the convention and in the 
summer  

• to organize affiliated events at NCTE Convention and encourage affiliate members to attend;  
o SCOA consistently organizes NCTE convention sessions, a meeting of affiliate leaders, and an 

Affiliate Breakfast. These events are publicized through the convention program and SCOA 
newsletters in advance of the convention.  

• to take an active role in bringing Affiliate concerns to the NCTE Executive Committee; 
o SCOA members meet regularly by phone, and since winter 2012, those calls have included an 

"around the regions" session during which SCOA representatives are asked to report affiliate concerns 
of which they have become aware; Millie Davis, NCTE, is a regular attendee on those calls; the 
second vice president is also invited to attend. Still, this continues to be a concern for us, as we're 
not convinced that all affiliates do feel connected to NCTE (and vice versa).  

• to encourage members of affiliates to join NCTE and become active in NCTE programs and projects;  
o in order to be eligible for Affiliate Excellence awards (administered by SCOA), affiliates must 

demonstrate that all officers are members of NCTE; the new Student Affiliate Excellence Award also 
includes a minimum NCTE membership requirement  

o NCTE programs and projects are the focus of every SCOA newsletter  
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• to encourage greater use of NCTE resources (e.g., cosponsored speakers, professional development 
opportunities at the local level); and  

o SCOA promotes usage of NCTE resources through 
§ regular newsletters to affiliate leaders  
§ annual Affiliate Leadership meetings  

• to encourage and support Affiliate activities in support of the … NCTE National Day on Writing. 
o SCOA promotes the annual National Day of Writing in its regular newsletters to affiliate leaders  

 
NOTE: Our charge has recently been updated (thanks!) so next year we should have some newer and more interesting 
things to say!  
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center for 
Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance collaboration and 
inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive work on formative 
assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn't being tapped as new standards are being implemented.  
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives?  
 
The Standing Committee on Affiliates has not directly participated in or benefited from the NCLE or the Council's work 
on how formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn't being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. That does not mean, however, that we have not encouraged our constituents—NCTE Affiliates—to take 
advantage of these resources. In fact, information about the NCLE, in particular, has been woven in to our Summer 
Affiliate Leadership meetings for at least three years now. We make an effort each year to ensure that affiliate 
leaders are introduced to this resource and have a chance to consider how their affiliates might make use of it.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives?  
 
I'm not aware of any specific questions we have, but, as always: the more information the better!  
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Claire Lamonica, Chair 
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